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took the matter to heart, not altogether without reason, we
may admit.    His threshing-floor also caught fire somehow
(the official English theory is that he set it on fire as a
signal for revolt to the entire Moslem world); and all the
lads and loafers in the place were presently on the spot.
The other officers, seeing their friend in trouble, joined
him.    Abd-el-Nebi hit the supposed murderer of his wife
with a stick;   Hassan  Mahfouz used a stick also;  and
the  lads  and loafers began  to throw stones and  bricks.
Five London policemen would have seen that there was
nothing  to   be   done   but fight  their way out, as  there
is   no   use  arguing with  an  irritated mob,  especially if
you do not know its language.    Had the shooting party
been in the charge of a capable non-commissioned officer,
he   would   perhaps   have   got   it   safely off.   As  it was,
the officers tried propitiation, making their overtures in
pantomime.  They gave up their guns; they offered watches
and money to the crowd, crying Baksheesh; and the senior
officer actually collared the junior and pretended to arrest
him for the murder of the woman.    Naturally they were
mobbed worse than before; and what they did not give to
the crowd was taken from them, whether as payment for the
pigeons, blood money, or simple plunder was not gone into.
The officers, two Irishmen and three Englishmen, having
made a hopeless mess of it, and being now in serious danger,
made for their carnages, but were dragged out of them again,
one of the coachmen being knocked senseless.   They then
" agreed to run," the arrangement being that the English-
men, being the juniors, should run away to camp and bring
help to the Irishmen.    They bolted accordingly ; but the
third, the youngest, seeing the two Irishmen hard put to
it, went back and stood by them.    Of the two fugitives,
one, after a long race in the Egyptian afternoon sun, got to
the next village and there dropped, smitten by sunstroke,
of which he died.    The other ran on and met a patrol,
which started to the rescue.

Meanwhile, the other three officers had been taken out